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How TO Teach. First prepare the lesson before coming 
to class by finding out the salient parts of it. 

When you pome to give the lesson, first find out from the 
children their impressions. If the impression seems erroneous 
correct it. 


Let the children find out (with help if necessary), contrasts 
of proportions of length and height, and also contrasts in 
colours, and light and shade. 

The natural gift of memory cannot be cultured ; when 
there is a natural gift leave it alone. 


In order to train the memory teach a child to describe 
correctly the object before it, and to use it so. 

Imagination is not creation; it is combination and re- 
creation combined with the force of meditation. 


Under the third head the importance of manual training 

as a factor of self-control is pointed out. Self-control 

results from manual training. It is useful for children who 

are somewhat intellectually dull. Miss Giles referred to 

Tadd’s book of Manual Training, but she does not consider 

t at the continued training of drawing and modelling in 

c ay wood, and stone, &c., could be carried on satisfactorily 

consider the drawings in 

mentioLd designing purposes. She 

rnentioned Sloyd, but did not tell us anything about it as 

t's father a which 

was rather a resumee of the lecture. 




i^LUCATlON, 


It i^s pleasant to speak of what one loves vet if • , 
to feel that one does not do a subject jus fa " 
my subject justice. I feel so vpr,r of ^ cannot do 

can only beg you to forgive the futUity f ^ 

-.Ho^se o®f Elc“a.‘Z •“thlf i^Iar lo 

studied there and learned to try and look on life'ard wo*''a 

little in the same way as Miss Mason does. 

I think the first thing a new student feels is the spirit of 
charity through the House. There are no sets, or sects, or 
cliques, or differences; each helps all; and Miss Mason 
loves all ; so we must love each other. The spirit of being 
eager to help a brother is very strong. So often in college, 
the first fortnight of Freshers’ lives is misery. They do not 
know where to go or what to do. It is not so with us. The 
second year students give themselves up to starting the 
new-comers straight. There is no superiority felt or shown. 
The few rules are explained, with the reason for their 
existence, and at once a new student is made a member of 
the community. Then gradually comes the realisation of 
the meaning of that community. We are part of a whole, 
working for the perception and appreciation of a great 
ideal. 

We are learning what enthusiasm for childhood means. 
We are learning that it is the ideal in every child that we 
must look for, and learn from, the meaning of a child not a 
thing to practise theories and clever teaching upon , not 
something to be shaped and moulded ; not an idol to e 
worshipped, nor a nuisance to be managed , but a se , a 
mind, and body, a soul ; how to recognise that 
to nourish the mind and body belonging to it. a 
purpose of the “ House of Education ” training^ I comes 

out in everything we do. That is why , .g 

taken with the cultivation of the minds o e 
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they may appreciate and respect the innate delicate refine- 
ment of a child’s mind. No good student but acknowledges 
that she learns far more from her children than she can ever 
hope to teach them. We are taught to respect our children 
first. It comes in the earliest technical lessons — to respect 
their powers, their futures, their limitations, and possibilities. 

Those who have read “ Home Education ” know what I 
mean by Miss Mason’s three great negative commandments 
— hinder not, despise not, offend not. And a little child 


shall lead them. 

I think from this comes the great virtue Miss Mason 
wishes us all to desire — that of humility. I cannot attempt 
to tell you what she tells us about that — self-knowledge 
and self-control — the sum of all the virtues our training 
endeavours to inculcate. And for that reason we have 
chosen for our motto— “ For the children’s sake ’’—with the 
rush for our badge. The humble plant that Virgil bound 
upon the head of Dante when he led him down to the shores 
of the lake at the foot of Purgatory before he might ascend 
through its terraces to Paradise. 

And humility is learned through discipline. I have seen 
colleges where It seemed to me that no pucker was allowed 
o wrin e t e smoothness of a worker’s lot ; where students 
,were cared for, and waited on, as many were very far from 

wnnlV K I ■‘Should think, 

set of J production of a very selfish and helpless 

circumsta^i”' 

the ment^woTk^^fs tLd ^he ’ 

expected tn Kn. f f n ’ flours are long, and you are 

once heard rather a TooTr ' 

Student who thoueht^ h a visitor to a 

remember sitting if a d f.T over-worked-“ You must 

discipline of mind in the b working ”). There is 

hear ; discipline of body in^food'^^d^^^^ lectures we 

discipline of hours in the fe rooms, and long walks ; 

It a reign of law fn^Ihe b ' i"-' punctuality, 

felt through the whole b reaking of that law by one is 
all^breaches of 

No one makes you ^conforTir’ Tf solf-inflicted. 

The beauty of discipline is 


House of 


education. 


uui to us, and tV»o ^ 

provided. That is all. Yof Practising it are 

like ; no one will stop you I m e ^ ^ yourself if you 

But public opinion will, and then you °r°T 
sympathy of numbers. Individualfare ''' “f 

privately admonished. But a leclur. "T >nd 

principle that underlies the particular frS u! ^he 

public appeal to the House to set vTZ u ^ or a 

there is discipline for 00^^ fo ‘ Then 

must know all, and each in turn emotions. Each 

each. Friendship is to be the afternoon with 

college life. ^ ^e the aid, not the drawback, to 

The appreciation of a disciplined life i<; T tb' i 
beneficial to those who like mosf nf J ^ ®^P®^>ally 
Hve in wealthy and lu^udous homes "it h ^ 
littleness of spirit that considers tt undigntd m pufe^^" 

the fire or fetch hot water, little things that^make a 
governess such a nuisance in a house. 

And those who live in rooms, where life .is not so easy 
have learned to love a certain hardness, and get above thek 
sensations and surroundings. 

Another hardly-practised and dearly-prized virtue at the 
“ House of Education ” is order. 


Painfully is it realised that people are not all born tidy. But 
many become so. I have known several students in whom 
the improvement in this respect was prodigious. One must 
be tidy to live at peace with other people, especially if it is 
as intimately as sharing the same room. In this it is almost 
entirely the students who discipline themselves and each 
other. It is only one expression of that altruistic phrase — 
“ Your rights and my duties.” 

A great deal of time is given to psychology, that through 
the study of the workings of our own minds we may 
understand those of our children. With that comes the 
study of the lives and teaching of the great educational 
reformers, from wdiom w^e build up our own methods. Then, 
in the second year, philosophy is taken. This is not so 
much for its utilitarian value, but as one of the means of 
self-culture offered us. For the same reason exceptional 
literary advantages are given to us. Miss Mason t irows 
open her private library on Sunday, and all the wee t ere 
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are books of reference and others for anj’one to use 
whenever they wish. 

In my day people in the neighbourhood used to come 
to the House once a week and read papers touching on the 
life and work of some giant of letters, which would be 
illustrated by extracts read by students or the other guests 
Now the students get up these evenings themselves with 
I believe, great success. 

So we are shown the value of books, and doors of 
knowledge are opened to us, and we are led to seek and 
appreciate the best in all branches of literature. 

The pictures that hang on the walls of the “ House of 
Education ” also help to cultivate the minds of its inmates. 
They are mostly prints from the Arundel Society, or 
photographs; one or two from Watts, the rest from 'the 
frescoes of early Italian Masters. We have lectures on 
Italian art from Mrs. Frith, who has studied the subject 
under Ruskm. To many this means an entirely new field 
of possibilities, and the wonderful teaching, the dienitv 
smphcity and humility of the pictures, do not fail to leave 
eir mark on those who are taught to understand them. 

a “joy something of 

we Mnforrd n extremely 

ntanners an"d cuTtomrof 

P to a passionate love for all i*r j.i 
into beine with J ^^at springs 

exan,i„atif„s"“'b„tyTe£e“ or 

birds, and beasts th. f ^ flowers, 

from^leep. riv „r°“ ^ **’"'' “’*y halt hours 
becomes not only a*qt other work. Every one 

original discoverer. Yet^stiirke^^^'^^^^ 

beautiful, and the ohilnc* i, > ibe artist’s love of the 

pheno,„ena,,bete"th?ro?e« 

thirst for knowledge ^ P^^^i^n, or the scientist’s 

much as we want^them^tn ^ ^°bect birds’ eggs so 
know what biSl buUd hi ‘bem ; to 

between a thrush’s nest and a the difference 

ackbird s when neither have 


r 


Where to fi’nd'the fi"f ™hen each 

place to look for^uulc^tr^^h:^ '"a7a 

•Hese httle br^Slr in" ^ 1-'“ 'r^t 

their beauty fresh to us T ^ year they brine 
Parents’ National Education UnlZ s ‘h* 

open doors of wisdom, gates nf ir i ^^ey want to 

That IS exactly what the “ HousTof Ed children. 

Its students. It opens doors and slftTT’' 
that go on and on, and at every sten th ^ ^ P^^^s 

out before and less that seems stretched 

We do not leave the ' h. 
that we know everything. We honour 

ashamed of anTslul" :L“lef.o 
everything about anything, even if it is only tadpoleTor 
basket-making. We are also ashamed of any (i,f us^I mean) 
who say insects are horrible, or sleep with the window shut. 

have not said anything of the actual technical training • 
of the weeks we spend in the practising school, nor tL 
criticism lessons we give, nor the lectures on practical 
education we receive; how to teach everything, from first 
reading lessons to the higher branches of mathematics. I 
should like to, but I do not want to bore you. I have tried 
to dwell on what seems to me the side that matters most. 
Every one there has the opportunity of doing two things — 
learning a trade or profession, that is honourable and 
lucrative ; secondly, yet more important, training herself 
towards becoming a self-controlled, cultivated woman, with 
enthusiasm and common sense, knowledge and humility. 


